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INCOME OF FAMILIES AND PERSONS IN WASHINGTON, D. C.: 1947

About one out of every three families in the
Washington (D. C.) Metropolitan District had
money income of $5,000 or more in 1947, accord-
ing to the results of a survey released today by
 C. Capt,,Director, Bureau of the Census, De-

partment of Commerce. One-half of all families
had incomes of $4,200  or more and the same pro-
portion of individuals not in families had in-
comes of $2,300 or more.

The average income of families was consider-
ably lower in the city of Washington, D. C.,
,nan  it was in the suburbs of the metropolitan
district. The median (average) income of fami-
lies was about $S,SOO  in the city of .Washington,
D. C., as compared with 94,600  in the remaindeT
of the metropolitan district. On the other hand,
individuals not in families had about the same
average income in the city and in the remainder
of the.  metropolitan district.

The estimates of 1947 income in the Washing-
ton (D. C.) Metropolitan District presented in
this report are based on data obtained in a sam-
ple survey conducted for the National Capital
Park and Planning Commission by the Bureau of
the Census in February and March, 1948. Addi-
tional funds to extend the scope of the survey
were provided by the Housing and Home Finance
Agency and the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Since the estimates are based on a
sample, they are subjecttosampling variability.
The smaller figures, as well as small differ-
ences between f'igures, should be used with par-
ticular care, as explained in the section on
reliability of estimates. Nevertheless, the re-
lationships revealed by the data s,hould  be use-
ful for analytical purposes.

In the two following sections, some of these
relationships are described. The first section
?eals  with the incomes of families and of.indi-
,iduals  not in families. The unit of analysis
.ere is the family (or the individual not a mem-
ber of any family), and the combined incomes of

all members of each family are treated as a
single amount. In the second section, the unit
of analysis is the person 14 years old and over,
and each person is tabulated according to the
amount of his own income, regardless of the
amount of his family's income. Unless  otherwise
specified, the statements in these two sections
refer to the entire metropolitan district.

INCOME OF FAMILIES AND OF INDIVIDUAlS  NOT IN
F A M I L I E S '

Size of family.--There was considerable vari-
ation i,n average family income with size of fam-
ily. Family income varied from 83,700'  for
families .of  two persons to $4,600 or more for
families of four or more persons (table 11,.
Husband-and-wife families of two persons had
somewhat higher incomes than other families of
two persons. The median income of individuals
not in families ($2,300) was'slightly more than
half that of all families ($4,200).

Color.--In the case both of femilies  and of
individuals not in families, the median total
money income of-whites  was about twice that of
nonwhites. The median income of white families
was #4,60Oascompared with $2,600  for nonwhites,
and the median income of white individuals not
in families was $2,500  as compared with $1,400
for nonwhites (table 2). Approximately 44 per-
cent of white families and 9 percent of nonwhite
familieshad incomes of ;45,000  or more, whereas

= The deflniti0n  of family  used in this series of re-
ports and In Series P-20, No. 17, is different from  that
used In the 1940.census  reports. A family is defined
here as a group of two or more persons related to each
other and living  together; all such persons living  to-
gether are regarded as one family. The term  "individual"
is used to refer to a person living alone or with persons
none of whom  Is related to him. See section entitled
"Definitions of terms and explanations."

2 The figures citedinthe  text are rounded to hundreds
of dollars.
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8 percent of the whit0  rfdli0~  ana  30 percent
of the nonwhite famlliee  had incomes under
$2,000. About three-tentha  of the white inai-
viduals  not in families and  three-fourths of the
nonwhite had incomes of less than 32,000.

Numberofearners in family.--Although earners
other than the chief breadwinner in a family are
often only part-time workers, they have an im-
portant influence 'upon,the  economic level of
the family; The median total money income or
families having one earner was $3,700, whioh was
about $400 below the median for all families,
but the median for families with two earners was
h.600, and that for families with thrse  or more
earners wes  $6,400 (table 3). The relatively
small number of families with no earners in 1947

had a median income of )i,ioo.

Source of earnings.--Femilles  having earnings
from the armed forces (with or without earnings
from other sources)or  from both civlllan  govern-
ment and private employment had, the highest
median total  money inoome, $5,400 and *5,200,
respectively (table 4). Many of the families  in
these groups were multlearner femilie~. On the
other hand; the median ,income of families whose
entire earnings oame from a single civilian
souice  was cOnsiderably  lower, about.i$4,300  for
those with earcingsfromcivlllan government only
ana  $3,700 ror those with earnings from private
employment only (including self-employment).

The median income of lnaivlduals  not in fem-
llles  having income from civilian government
only ($2,700) was  muoh  higher, on the average,
than that of individuals not In  families having
earnlngs'from  private employment only ($1,900).

Numberofchildren under l&--The median  total
money income of femllies  having' two or three
children under 18 years of age was 04,400  (table
5). This was only slightly higher th+n  that of
families having no children or one child (about
84,100), but considerably higher than that of
families  having four or more children ($3,600).

Tenure.--The incomes  of home owners were much
higher, on the average, than those of tenants.
The median total money income of families and
individuals who 0m3a their homes we'e' $4,700 as
oompared  with $3,000 for tenants (table 6).
Among the tenant group, however, primary tenants
(those renting homes or apartments) averaged
$3,600, whereas other tenants (those living as
lodgers, boarders, hotel residents, eta.)  aver-
aged only $2,100. The  last group was composed
largely of individuals not in families, in con-
trast with the owners and primary tenants who
were mainly families. Among families alone, the

median Income of owners was 35,000, the median
iOr  primary  tenants was 94,000, and the median
for the relatively small group of families re-
siding as "other"  tenants was $2,400.

Rent .--The median monthly contract rent paid
by all' primary tenant families and  individuals
in February d March, 1948, was $53  (table 7).
The median monthly rent paid by these families
ana  individuals varied, although not propor-
tionally, with Income, rising from about #8  for
those with,, to{d*money  incomes of less than
$1,000 to.,#+it:'$73'.  for  tiiic$e  with incomes.or
$7,500 an& o&G: '. Although' :thb  incomes of.lihe.-: , ,.
families and individuals in the $6,000 to $7,499
Income class were about 50 percent greater, on
the average, than those of families and indlvid-
uals in the $4,000  to $4,999  income class, the
median monthly rent paid by the former was only
slightly greater. The rent paid by primary ten-
ant families ana  individuals with total money
.incomes  of about &2,000  constituted roughly one-
fourth of their income on the average, but the
rent paid was only about one-eighth of total
money income for those-receiving $6,OOOand  over.
Thefe  were great differences in the incomes of
primary families'and  individuals paying the ssme
rent. For example, of those paying from $50  to
$59  per month, about 3 out of 10 had totalmone?'
incomes of less than $3,000 and .about  the sam&
proportion had total money incomes of 35,000  or
more.

Number of persons per room.-Primary families
and individual8  living under the most crowded
conditions tended to have lower incomes than
those enjoying more living spaoe  per person..
Among those living in 6weJling  unite  In which
there were 0.50 or less persons per room (or, in
other words, two or more rooms per person), the
median income was $3,6CO,  and among those with
0.51 to 1.50 persons per room it was $4,100,
whereas among those with 1.51 or more persons
per room it was only pi3,200  (table 8).

When individuals not in families are eduaea,
and the analysis is restricted to families, the
relationship between income and living space be-
comes even more striking. The primary families
with 0.50 or less persons per room had a median
Income of $4,500 and those with 0.51 to 1.50
persons per room had a median income of $4,300,
as compared with a median of $3,300  for those
with 1.51 or more.

Condition of dwelling unit.--As would be ex-
pected, there was a marked relationship between
income and condition of dwelling unit. Prlmar
families and individuals living in homes in goo
condition or in need  of only minor repairs had L.
















































